JOINT STATEMENT

BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF BULGARIA Ekaterina Zaharieva 
AND THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GREECE NIKOLAOS-GEORGIOS DENDIAS
This year Greece and Bulgaria will celebrate the 140th anniversary of their diplomatic relations, established on December 9, 1880. 
The history of the relations between Bulgarians and Greeks is, however, much older. We have been neighbours for centuries. We have shared the turbulent past of the Balkans and of Europe, marked by ups and downs, wars and peace, opposing blocks and alliances.
One might say, it is a miracle that after more than a thousand years of controversies, today Bulgaria and Greece enjoy such a high level of good-neighbourly relations. But the truth is that it has taken decades of common efforts of wise politicians, diplomats and ordinary people, as well as a lot of good will and dedication in order to overcome the shadows of the past and to build mutual respect, trust and confidence. 
The words of a famous European philosopher come to mind: “You can understand life only looking backwards, but you can live your life only looking forward”. 
We are proud that our two nations have managed to put an end to centuries of rivalry and to achieve an exemplary level of political and economic cooperation. We are confident that such relations have an enormous potential for the future generations of Greeks and Bulgarians. 

The Greek-Bulgarian relations have a solid ground – our common values and our strong belief in a rules based international system with full respect for international law. 

Today our two countries belong to one and same political and economic union – the EU, and we are allies in NATO. The Greek support for Bulgaria’s Euro-Atlantic integration will be remembered. 

We are proud with our strategic partnership, which plays a crucial role for the stability of the whole region of South-Eastern Europe. 

We strongly believe in the future of the European Union as a global player and we are confident that it will continue to be a beacon of peace, stability, democracy and human rights for the whole world.
Our nations share common hopes and concerns. The answer to the changing security environment, climate change and other global challenges lies in further strengthening of our bilateral cooperation and our partnership within the European Union.  We are dedicated to preserving its achievements, overcoming the divisions and improving the efficiency of the European project.
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