Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikos Dendias presents the virtual exhibition of the Ministry’s Service of Diplomatic and Historical Archives in the framework of the celebrations for the 200 years since the beginning of the Greek Struggle for Independence

“Dear friends, 

This year we celebrate the two hundredth anniversary, since the beginning of the Greek War of Independence. 

On this occasion, the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs is pleased to present a virtual exhibition of more than two hundred documents from the collection of its Diplomatic and Historical Archives. 

These documents describe comprehensively, for the first time, the recognition of the new Greek State; they also describe the establishment of diplomatic and consular relations with other States.

The period covered in the exhibition spans from the period of the Greek War of Independence in 1821 and goes up to the first decade following independence in 1830. 

These historical documents depict the development of contacts with each one of the States of that period, with which Greece entered into diplomatic and consular relations. 

The presentation starts with the recognition of the Struggle of the Greek revolutionaries by Haiti in 1822. It continues with the establishment of diplomatic and consular relations with the Great Powers during the last years of the War of Independence. 

In this context, it outlines the establishment of dozens of consular Greek Authorities in a large part of the world just in the first decade following Independence. 

The creation of the diplomatic and consular network of liberated Greece was an important condition for the completion of its Independence. It was also an important condition for the consolidation of its existence among the free and independent States. 
The newly established Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the main creator of this network. Through its action, the presence of Greece was felt again, for the first time in centuries, in the capitals and major commercial centers and ports of the world. 

The documents of the exhibition also highlight the interest of other States to establish, already in the early years after the Independence War, diplomatic and consular representatives to free Greece. Some of those were ardent philhellenes. These appointments hence signaled the recognition not only of the Independence of the Greek State. They also signaled the recognition of the importance of the fact that Greece regained its rightful place in the international community.”
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