International Greek Language Day, February 9th

9th February is declared as the International Greek Language Day, coinciding with the commemoration of the
Greek national poet Dionysios Solomos, writer of the Greek National Anthem, (from his poem entitled “Hymn to

Liberty” (Yuvoc €1¢ tnv EAeuBepiav).

We knew thee of old,

Oh divinely restored

By the light of thine eyes
And the light of the Sworth

Ze yvwpllw ano tv koyPn
TOoU onaBLol TNV TpopEpN,
og yvwpllw ano tnv oyYn

TIOU L€ Bla LETPAEL TN VYN.

From the graves of our slain
Shall thy valour prevail

As we greet thee again

Hail, Liberty, Hail!

ATt Ta KOKOAQ ByaApEvn

Twv EAAVWV Ta LEPQ,

KOLL OOV TIPWTA AVOPELWHEVD,
Xaipe, w xaipe, EAeuOeprLa!

Long time didst thou dwell
Mid the people that mourn
Awaiting some voice

That should bid thee return.

Ekel p€oa EKATOLKOUOEC
TUKPOLLLEVN, EVTPOTIAAN,

KL EVOL OTOMA EKOPTEPOUDEC,
«é\a TG, va cou Tel.

Ali, slow broke that day
And no man dared call,
For the shadow of tyranny
Lay over all:

'Apyele VAABEL ekelvn n pLépa
KL ATOV OAa OLWTNAQ,

ylati ta 'okiale n dpoPépa
KOl TA TIAGKWVE N oKABLA.

And we saw thee sad-eyed,
The tears on thy cheeks

While thy raiment was dyed
In the blood of the Greeks.

TOTE €0NKWVEC TO BAEUOL

UEC ota KAALpata BoAo,

Kall £1¢ TO poUxo oou £otal aipa
TANB0¢ aipa eAANVIKO.

Yet, behold now thy sons
With impetuous breath
Go forth to the fight
Seeking Freedom or Death

Noit, aAAG Twpa AVTUTAAEVEL
KAOE TEKVO OOU LIE Opun),
TIoU aKOTAMOUOTA YUPEVEL
A TN vikn n ™ Bavn.

From the graves of our slain
Shall thy valour prevail

As we greet thee again

Hail, Liberty, Hail!

ATt Ta KOKOAQ BYaAEVN

Twv EAAVwyV ta Lepa,

KalL oaV TPWTA AvOPELWHEVN,
xaipe, w xaipe, EAsuBepra!

English translation by Rudyard Kipling and published
in Daily Telegraph newspaper on Oct. 10", 1918.



